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A Series | B-534, very similar to the Series Il in the drawings, with two guns in the fuselage and two in the wings. Note huge wood prop made

of twelve laminations.

The
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN

AVIA
B-534

By PETER WESTBURG

Is it believable that vintage biplane
fighters of the 1930’s would attack Con-
solidated B-24 bombers? It happened!

In August of 1943 when B-24’s of
the U.S. Army Air Force crossed Bul-
garian airspace on their way to Ploesti,
Bulgar Air Force Avia B-534’s rose in a
hopeless attempt to intercept them.
On their return from the disastrous
bombing mission, the surviving Liber-
ators again flew over Bulgaria at low
altitude and scattered all over kingdom
come. More than sixty of the Bulgars
waited for them, but the courageous
fighters were unable to make more than
one quick firing pass before the Liber-
ators flew out of range, some of them
unaware that they had been attacked.

Such was the Avia B-534, one of the
toughest and best biplane fighters ever
built. Little known outside of Europe,
its performance was better than that of
the Fokker D-XVII, the Curtiss Hawks
and the well-known Hawker Fury. [t
had a powerful 750 hp Hispano-Suiza,
and a structure capable of taking high
aerobatic loads. With its four machine
guns, it was a fighting airplane flown by
fighting pilots.

Continued on page 93
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On June 6, 1975, the one and only Series 1V Czech fighter was dedicated at Kbely Airport, near
Prague. It is now in the National Technical Museum. MiG and Me-109 in background.

Pdwered by a 750 hp Hisso, the Avia B-534 was fast and tough. It fought well into WW 11, and
even tried to tackle some USAAF B-24's! Blister on fuselage covers machine gun breeches.
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M.E.N. INTRODUCES
GELLED
ELECTROLYTE

PB 660 BATTERIES

e Economical rechargeable. Dischargeable in
any position. Small and compact. Safe. Reliable.
No permanent cell reversal. Series or parraliel
connection. High impact plastic case ® M.E.N.
packages two PB 660, 4 matching plugs, 8
matching female pins, and specification and
warranty sheet in a single box to provide
12V-6A.H.R. to the user ¢ The M.E.N.'s gelled
electrolyte battery, PB 660, is a 6 Volt-6 Amp
Hour Rate battery.

The flexibility of two batteries, for 6 Volt boats
and fuel pumps, and separate placement in flite
boxes for balancing, is a unique feature. M.E.N's
batteries offer 25% more amp-hour capacity
than our competitors. The M.E.N. battery
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mail, pleased to find my monthly copy
of Model Builder, headed for home to a
warm fire on a winter’s night, and
maybe a bourbon. After the onslaught
of children and dog, | had a warm
shower and dinner. Before starting on
an evening of paper work waiting me,
| sat down to your magazine.

“I was much saddened when | came
upon the death of John Keller (“Plug
Sparks,” March ‘76 issue, wcn) | wan-
dered back some twenty years to my
youth in Tucson, Arizona. John and a
small number of other fine modelers
and human beings were members of a
flying club there. | remember cool
Sunday mornings when all of us would
meet at the flying sight. First a few
slow cups of coffee, some talk about
the breeze from the north, and finally
someone would drag out an old beat
up Fu-Bar or EI-N-Gone. My brothers
and | never wanted for help from John
and the others. Starting a stubborn
engine, trimming for glide, or quick
repairs of a smashed wing. We were
using simpler materials and methods
then, less efficient engines and enjoyed
every second of it.

“l hope that there are more peo-
ple today to carry on where John left
off. People who not only love the art of
flying models, but who share that, and
life, with others. Every young person
should have the chance to know what
we did in Tucson in the fifties. May we
preserve the stick-built, silkspan covered
self-created masterpieces that this art
came from. And we, the adults of this
time, encourage youngsters in this fine
pastime.”’ ®

Wingrove . . . .. Continued from page 43

automobiles are Gerald’s personal favo-
rites, with a leaning toward American
classics, such as Duesenbergs.

While marveling at the variety, |
couldn’t resist examining one of the in-
credibly tiny radiator cap emblems
under a magnifying glass (which Win-
grove referred to as ‘‘cheating’”’!) and
found it to be a superb reproduction. In
fact, many of the individual model parts
are so minutely detailed and exquisitely
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requires only recharging. There are no fluids to
add, liquid levels to check, or routine
maintenance to perform on the PB 660. M.E N's
gelled electrolyte ends your problems of finding
proper fluids and getting it into the battery. When
tilted or inverted, full capacity is obtained with
M.EN's PB 660 because the gelled electrolyte
will not flow away from the plates. If totally
discharged no permanent cell reversal will
occur, however, to obtain maximum cycle life
observe the recommended cut off voltage
M.E N's PB 660 batteries may be connected in
series or parrellel to obtain higher voltages or
higher capacity. M.E.N's high impact
non-conductive plastic case cannot cause short
circuits, will not rust, or cause corrosion to other
equipment

M.E.N. &xv

Model Engineering of Norwalk

54 Chestnut Hill - Norwalk, Connecticut 06851

OR INQUIRIES INVITED

finished that they could easily stand
alone as displays.

Gerald Wingrove and his models have
been featured on television in addition
to publications in several parts of the
world. His work has found an honored
place in private collections and mu-
seums, including Lord Montague’s Na-
tional Motor Museum, England, the Ja-
maica section of the Commonwealth In-
stitute, and the Evolution Museum in
Holland.

Needless to say, such standards of
craftsmanship command well-deserved
fees in the $1,000 and up range. De-
livery requires considerable time, owing
to a substantial backlog of orders, not
to mention the many man-hours re-
quired in the execution of the master-
pieces. In the event you are a connois-
seur of such objects d’art, Gerald Win-
grove may be contacted at: 40 Oakland
Way, Flackwell Heath, Nr. High Wy-
combe, Bucks, England. ®

Westburg .. .. Continued from page 20

More than 500 Avia B-534’s were
built in Series I, I, 11, and 1V models,
and it was good enough to be ordered
by the German Luftwaffe and several
other European nations.

If you are looking for a different
model to build, the B-534, with its
many distinctive marking schemes, may
be your meat. Most common finish was
a dark green khaki overall except for
aluminum finish on the undersides of
the wings, the horizontal tail surfaces,
and the fuselage. For excellent data on
markings, see Profile No. 152. °

Continued from page 9

light enough for CO2 and .010 and
.020 powered aircraft, it will also han-
dle Old Timers and Free Flight Return.
Four channels in an .049 machine is
now easily possible.

Counter .. ...

The airborne weights are:

| - channel 2.5 oz.

2 - channels 3.1 oz. (block)
3 - channels 3.8 oz. (block)
4 - channels 4.5 oz. (block)

The individual weights and cubic
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WHEN CONTACTING ADVERTISERS, TELL 'EM MODEL BUILDER SENT YOU!
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- CONSOLIDATED
PBY-5A '‘CATALINA"’

SFT. WING SPAN

ALL RIBS 8 FULL FORMERS SHOWN ON PLANS //

PLASTIC ENG.COWLS $9.00 PR. , R

CLEAR GUN BLISTERS § 6.00PR- | MO0EL M)

a LarGE PLAN sHEETS —  PIANS $ 13.50
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ADD $1.00 POSTAGE
CATALOG-OVER 50 PLANS 50§ OEALERS WRITE
WORLD ‘WIDE
SID MORGAN
13157 ORMOND ,BELLEVILLE , MICH.48Ill U.S.A.

sizes are:
Dual Servo/
Receiver Block
Single Servo 86 cu.in., .7 oz.
Single Receiver 1.1 cu.in., .8oz.
Battery (100 mah) 1.0 cu.in., 1.1 oz.
For complete information, check your
local radio dealer, or write Cannon
Electronics, 13400-26 Saticoy St. North
Hollywood, CA 91605.
* %

3cu.in., 2o0z.

Windspiel Models announces a num-
ber of new items as being added to its
already extensive line of glider kits and
accessories. Included is the ‘Fantasie’,
the latest in competition sailplanes.
Designed for two or three channels, it
uses an Eppler 392 F/b mod. airfoil,
1081 square inches of it. Wing span is
138 inches, stab span is 32.5 inches.
All up flying weight is 4.5 Ibs for a wing
loading of 9.6 ounces. Complete kit is
$112.50.

This is only one of many. No glider
fan should be without the Windspiel
catalog, write and tell them MB sent
you. Windspiel Models, 835 Piner Road,
Santa Rosa, CA 95401. .

*

Du-Bro Products Inc. has announced
some new items of interest for present
and prospective owners of its heli-
copters.

The Shark .60 is an adaptation of the
already well known Shark helicopter,
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